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Remembrance Sunday Children Activities
The girls made poppies out of Hama beads to mark
Remembrance Sunday. We had fun doing it, but we were also
thinking about the brave men and women who fought for our
freedom in many different ways.

CHURCH FINANCES
Church The Finance Task Group has reported a
deficit in the Church finances of almost

Openmg £22,000 as at the end of October.
Following on This is a similar position to where we
from the found ourselves last year. Our
success of the expenditure on heating, lighting and

church being maintenance of the Church properties
open during the has increased this year whilst our

regular giving has decreased.

We are grateful that there are various
activities such as the Christmas Fair and
Gift Day and the Christmas Post which
will generate income to offset this
deficit.  However, please give some
Why not pop in for a moment of peace and enjoy a prayerful thought to increasing your
offerings on a regular basis and help us
to make a significant dent in our 2016
deficit.

Montrose Music

Festival, the church will
also be open to visitors during the Christmas
Extravaganza on the afternoons of Saturday 10t and
Sunday 11 December.

cup of tea/coffee whilst enjoying the beauty of the
church which will be decorated for Christmas.
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Contacts

Minister

The Rev. Dr. Ian A McLean
The Manse, 2 Rosehill Road,
Montrose

Tel. 672447

Session Clerk

Mrs Thelma Robb

Tel. 672263

Assistant Session Clerks
Elaine Allan & Willie Sinclair
Treasurer

Susan Henderson

Tel. 676383

Beadle

Mrs Linda Watt

Tel. 672143
Safeguarding Co-ordinator
Elaine Allan

Tel. 676764

Church Secretary

Mrs Aileen Smith

Office hours:-

Thursdays 10-12am

Tel. 676270

Roll Keeper

Hazel Ritchie

Tel. 671757
Organists/Accompanists
Beth Wyllie

Ann Stewart

Marjory Sutton

Evan Cruickshank

Fraser McGlynn

Shona Macfarlane

Flower Convener

Willie Sinclair

Tel. 675671

Tea Convener

Jennifer Nicoll

Tel. 672558

Hall Bookings

Valerie Morris

Tel.671343

Task Groups
Administration - Thelma Robb
Fabric - Elaine McLean
Finance - Forbes Inglis
Mission - Elaine Allan
Pastoral - Jean Cameron
Worship - Elaine McLean
Youth - Aileen Scott
Messy Church

Elaine Allan

Tel. 675764

Steeple News Editors
Peter & Kathleen Strachan
Tel. 675537

Youth & Children’s Worker
Emma Duncan

Tel. 07825 547671

email:- emz8285@hotmail.com

The Deadline for the February Steeple News
is 20th January 2017

News can be emailed to steeplenews@oldandstandrews.com
There will be no Steeple News published at the end of December

December
2-16 Christmas Post
1-17  Angel Trail around shops leading up to service on 18th
Sat 3 Church Fair and Gift Day
Sun 4 Murray Court Service led by Guild 3pm tbc
Carol Concert with Montrose Town Band, Song Shop & Choir
6.30pm (Entry by donation)
10-11 Church open pm during Christmas Extravaganza
Sat 10  Highland Games Coffee Morning 10-12
Sun 11 Messy Christmas 4pm — 5.30pm
Mon 12 Carol Singing around Sheltered complexes.
Meet at St Mary’s & St Peter’s for 7pm start.
Montrose Academy Baroque Ensemble Concert 7pm in the
Church
Thu 15  Guild/Friendship Group Christmas Lunch
Sat 17  Montrose Christmas Spectacular Coffee Morning 10-12
Montrose Choral Christmas Concert 7.30pm in the Church
Sun 18  All Age Christmas Service with Nativity 11am
Mon 19  Schools Cluster Concert in Church. 7pm
Wed 21  Lochside School Service in Church 10.15am
Montrose Academy Service in Church 12 noon
Sat24  Watchnight Service 11.30pm Gathering Carols from 11.15pm
Sun 25  Short All Age Service for Christmas Day 10.30am
January 2017
Sun 1 Christmas Message through Carols 11am Informal Communion
Sat 7 Dorward House Coffee Morning 10-12
Sun 8 Service at Murray Court led by Minister at 3pm
Thu 12  Guild - 2pm ‘Go in Joy’
Sat 14  Montrose Stroke Assoc. Coffee Morning 10-12
18-25 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Steeple 12.45pm —
1pm Weekdays
Sat 21 Church Youth Group Coffee Morning 10-12
Sun 22  Service at Caledonia Court 3pm
Messy Church — Messy Unfrozen 4pm — 5.30pm in Halls
All welcome but children must be accompanied by an adult
Mon 23  Kirk Session Keir Room 7.15pm
Sat 28  Montrose & District Choral Society Coffee Morning 10-12
Sun 29  Communion 11am All welcome.
Tue 31  Church Coffee Morning 10am — 11.30am Halls
February
Fri 3 World day of Prayer Study 2.15pm Keir Room
Sat 4 Montrose Youth Football Club Coffee Morning 10-12
Sun 5 Souper Sundae — Service followed by soup & pudding lunch
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Pathways

/ t \

There’s no escaping it — we’re in the run up
to Christmas and in all kinds of ways “‘.
people are busy — schools are busy,
shops are busy, work is busy for those

fortunate to have work, many families

are busy and social groups are busy —

and yes churches are busy too. And if

you personally aren’t that busy it will still be
quite difficult to get away from the hustle and
bustle — for the papers and TV will remind you
of it; walk up the High Street and it will be
there.

There will Advent Calendars (I like the ones
with chocolate) and countdowns to Christmas —
perhaps with a religious theme maybe just a
reminder of how many shopping days are left.
But as Christians our focus ought to be on the
lead up to Christmas as a celebration of God’s
gift of Jesus to be our Saviour.

Our overall theme for Advent this year is
Pathways — walking with the prophets, with the
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characters associated with the Christmas
story — the angels, shepherds, wise men and
/' of course, Mary, Joseph and Jesus — getting
ourselves aligned to hear, take in and
share the good news and encouraging
one another to walk the way to

Christmas and beyond with Jesus.

We will maybe take that theme into
the New Year too as Bethlehem wasn’t the end
of the story but in many ways the beginning.
Walk with me in the run up to Christmas; let’s
join in the celebrations of Jesus’ birth; let’s
continue to walk together with God into 2017
and all that it will hold for us as individuals and
as a congregation. We are people of the way —
those who journey together into God’s future,
following Jesus’ way, sharing in his future and

sharing it with others.

A very Happy Christmas to you and every
blessing for the New Year.

lan A McLean

Prayer Walk

Dec 4 India Street and Lane

Dec 11 Bents Road and Teviot Place

Dec 18 Union Street, Place and Row

Dec 25 The Maltings, Links Avenue

Jan1 Wellington Street and Place

Jan 8 Wellington Park, Jack Smith Rd

Jan 15 Dorward Gdns, P1, Rd, Dorward House
Jan 22 Warrack Terrace, Adam Centre

Jan 29 White’s Place, Reform Street

Feb 5 Mount Road

Congregational Bible Passage (prov)

Dec 4 Isaiah 11:1-10
Dec 11 Isaiah 35:1- 10
Dec 18 Matthew 1:18-21
Dec 25 Luke 2:1-7

Jan1 John 1:10-14
Jan 8 Matthew 3:13-17
Jan 15 John 1:29-42
Jan 22 Matthew 4:12-23
Jan 29 Matthew 5:1-12
Feb 5 Matthew 5:13-20

Tax Claim/ Gift Aid

If you pay tax we can claim Gift Aid on your Green or White White Envelopes and Standing
Orders. If you can let Margaret Aikenhead (tel. 675631) or Ann McGee (tel. 675184) know or
speak to them in Church on Sundays they can take your wishes further. The Church would benefit
by an extra 25% on your giving at no extra cost to you.
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Look out for the Messy Church Stall at the
Church Christmas Fayre where children and
adults will have the opportunity to make a
nativity themed Christmas decoration to take
home.

Throughout the period of Advent there will be a
Messy Church Angel Trail. Messy Church Angel
Trail Leaflets are being distributed to all primary
and nursery schools in Montrose, Hillside and
Ferryden with an invitation
being extended to all children
to take part. Local shops in the
High Street/Murray Street
have been approached and
have very kindly agreed to
enter into the spirit of the trail
by having an angel displayed
in their shop window. The
angels all have a coloured dot
on them and the children are
being asked not only to find
the angel but to find the colour
of the dot on the angel. Once
all the angels have been
spotted and the colour of their
dot marked on the form, the
children are invited to colour in the nativity
picture on the form prior to returning it to the
Messy Church Post Box in their school or the one
in the Montrose Library. There will be a small
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prize for the winner drawn from the leaflets
returned and this will take place during the
Church Family Service on Sunday 18t
December.

While this activity is being done with children in

mind, we hope that members of the congregation

will also enjoy angel spotting while doing their

Christmas Shopping and extra leaflets will be

available at the Church Fayre, in the church and
in the library.

Messy Christmas Party takes
place on Sunday 11% December.
For some of the children
attending this is the first time they
will have heard the Christmas
Story, it is an experience not to be
missed.

At Messy Church we try to
encourage the sense of belonging
to the church family and as such
we are extending an invitation to
the congregation to come along to
the Messy Christmas Party for a
wonderful family afternoon of
fellowship, the Nativity Story and a “good old
fashioned Christmas Party”. We really do hope
you can come along and join us however for
catering purposes, we would ask that you let us
know you are coming.

World Day of Prayer
Friday, 3rd March 2017

The service comes from The Philippines

The theme is: ""Am | being unfair to you?”

* Three Study meetings Friday 3rd, 10th, 17th
February

* One Preparation meeting Friday 24th February

* All in the Keir Room at 2.15pm.

World Day of Prayer Friday 3rd March

Two services in Old & St Andrew’s Church

*10.30 for 11am led by Dun and Hillside Church -
refreshments before the service.

*7.30pm led by Old & St Andrew’s Church -
refreshments after the service.

Hall Bookings

Hilary Murdoch has intimated that from 1st of
January she will no longer be looking after our
hall bookings. Hilary has for the past 6 years
organised our hall bookings most efficiently
and for that we are most grateful.

Valerie Morris (671343) has agreed to take
over from Hilary and we wish her every
success in organising bookings. Fitting in
booking requests is not always an easy task.



